
 

A Newsletter for the Congregation and Friends of Saint Mark United Methodist Church 
Volume 9, Issue 7                                                                                                                                 July, 2010 

      Saint Mark Web Site                                            Saint Mark Weekly Devotion Line 
   www.saintmarkumcseneca.org                                             882 - U R Calling Devotions (882-8723) 

                                                       Telephone:  864-882-2603            

 

NOTE:  This is a Month-Long Issue. 

June 10-13, I had my first ever opportunity to 
serve as a delegate to Annual Conference. Wow! Who knew so 
much went on at conference? Held in Florence, at the convention 
center, as has been the case for the last several years, days  
began early, with morning worship, followed by business  
sessions taking up what needed to be voted on by all the  
delegates. Then evening worship closed out the day. 
 

My first impressions of the whole experience, was an enjoyment 
of wonderful worship services, with beautifully performed  
music, both traditional and contemporary. The high point of  
the weekend was Saturday evening’s Service of Ordination  
and Commissioning, when Saint Mark’s own, Paige Matthews 
Wolfe, was commissioned a provisional deacon. It was such a 
proud moment to witness this, having known Paige and her  
parents Jim and Susan, since Paige’s birth. Also, one of our 
longtime Oconee Salkehatchie participants, Brian Arant was 
ordained as a provisional elder, in fact he and Paige were side by 
side as they knelt for Bishop Taylor’s laying on of hands blessing. 
 

Earlier that morning a service in honor of the retiring clergy was 
held, where Bob Stillwell was  honored along with the other 
retirees. It will be wonderful to welcome Bob and Marion back 
to Saint Mark, as they make Seneca their retirement home. 
 

Friday afternoon all the delegates went out into the Florence 
community to perform a day of service such as working on  
local home repair, packing food donated for food banks,  
putting together care packages for our troops, or donating blood. 
This was putting in action our theme for the conference-For  
the Least of These.  
 

All in all conference for me was a great learning experience, it was also impressive to see the large number 
of delegates from all around our state, busy with the work of South Carolina’s United Methodist Church. 
 

- Carolyn Keese 

Report of the South Carolina 
Annual Conference 

We Welcome Our 
New District  

Superintendent - 
Rev. Susan  
Leonard-Ray 

 

A native of Greer, SC, Susan Leonard-Ray 
is an ordained Elder in the South Carolina 
Annual Conference where she has served 
for twenty years. She has served various 
churches as well as being the Campus 
Minister at Furman University from 1992 
-1997. In 2001, Susan was appointed to 
serve Advent UMC in Simpsonville, SC 
where she has lived out her ministry and 
calling for the past nine years.   

Special Friends Day Camp 
- One of Our Great  

Saint Mark Ministries - 
 

An annual camp  
experience for 

children with special  
care needs 

 

July 27, 28, 29 
For information, contact 

Lee Ann Parker (882-2950) 



Welcome! 
We extend a warm Saint Mark welcome to our newest members:  
� Paul and Laura Boggs,  Noah and Bhrett, 630 Lands End 

Road, Seneca, SC  29678   
� Lisa Carney, 938 N. Crestview Drive, Seneca, SC  29678, 

888-2675, lisacarney@bellsouth.net 
� Julian and Stephanie Davis,  Dylan, 160 Cedar Lane Road, Westminster, SC  

29693, 972-1833, davisj56@nationwide.com, stephanie.davis@oconeemed.org  
� Tom and Lydia Dever,  Isabella and Lydia, 217 High Meadows Drive,    

Westminster, SC  29693, thomas.dever@us.army.mil, lydiafaith83@yahoo.com  
� Greg and Donna Hammill, 404 Windcrest Court, Salem, SC  29676, 944-2234 
 greghammill@bellsouth.net, donnahammill@bellsouth.net 
� Blake Herring, 411 Windcrest Court, Salem, SC  29676, 944-9052, 

blake.herring@gmail.com 
� Russ and Tammy Larson, 903 Carrigan Court, Seneca, SC  29672, 886-9964, 

rlarspf@aol.com, tammylarson@bellsouth.net 
� Lori Lucia, 411 Windcrest Court, Salem, SC  29676, 944-9052 ,                    

lorillucia@gmail.com 
� Doug and Sandy Perry, 218 Hillview Drive, Seneca, SC  29672, 882-3671, 

sandyfox101@aol.com 
� Jim and Susan Sturgis, 701 Dewberry Way, Seneca, SC  29672, 882-8253, 

keowee159@yahoo.com, swsturgis@hotmail.com 
� Michael and Kari Walker, 820 Sosebee Road, Seneca, SC  29678, 882-1698 
 mikecpsc1@bellsouth.net, kwalker@shinetsusilicones.com 

Youth and Children’s Ministries 

Sailing Toward the Son      
Grades 1 - 12  with Donna  

First Steps Ministry First Steps Ministry First Steps Ministry First Steps Ministry     
Children Preschool–Kindergarten  

with Lisi Campbell 

The deadline for submissions to the next Navigator will be  
Friday, July 23, 2010 at noon!  Thank you for your help! 

 Carrot Ministry 
• A free monthly “Parents Night Out” childcare  

ministry offered for children infant-12 years. 
• Next date:  Friday, July 9th from 6:30-9:30 pm 
• RSVP for reservation: lcampbell@saintmarkumcseneca.org    
       by Thursday, July 8. 
• Children will need to bring a snack; lemonade will be provided. 

Vacation Bible School 2010 
• Set for August 1- 4 from 5:30 - 8:30 pm 

• Theme:  Experience the deep, rolling water of   

       God’s love with a High Seas Expedition 
 

Volunteer Opportunities: 
Please, please, please, we need volunteers to help with:  

� decorating  

� registration  

� publicity  

� recreation  

� crafts  

� music and much more  
 

Please contact Lisi to ‘set sail’ with us this summer: 

 lcampbell@saintmarkumcseneca.org 

Youth Summer (completed grades 7—12) 
July 10—17 

• Youth to Lexington and Rock Hill Salkehatchie 
 

July 27—29 

• Youth will work with children with special                           

needs during Special Friends Day Camp 
 

August 1—4 

• Youth help with Vacation Bible School 
 

Families with Children  (completed grades 6 and under) 
July 18 — Families with Children Summer Party 

• 3:00—5:00 pm—Children will enjoy a park party at the 

Port Santorini subdivision park 
 

August 1 — 4 — Vacation Bible School 

• Bible school will be from 5:30—8:30 pm 

Memorials and  
Honorariums 
The following gifts have been 
received recently: 
 

In Memory of Scott Burden 
by Barbara Bosse, Howell  
Rescue Systems, Inc., Jim and Susan Matthews, 
Hu and Bea Moore, Jim and Sybil Sevic, 
Dean and Sandy Stickney, Robert and Kathy 
Taylor 
 

In Memory of Bill Campbell by Mr. and Mrs. 
Andy Kehl 
 

In Memory of Juanita Carter by Susan 
Johnson 
 

In Memory of Chuck Hudspeth by Mr. and 
Mrs. William Porterfield, Marv and Jane  
Pridgen 
 

In Memory of Norman Jakust by Gurney 
Reid Fellowship Class, Kenneth and Rebecca 
Braves, Madelyn Carter 
 

In Memory of Jim Jolly by Mr. and Mrs. Ray 
Gillespie, Margie Huber, E. T. Martin, 
George and Marie Murphy, Jim and Sybil 
Sevic 
 

In Memory of Linda Klein by Bill and Ruth 
Bond 



 

Congregational Care Notes      by Jeff Childress 
 

We Extend Our Sincere Sympathies to: 
� George Powell and his family on the death of his wife, Sally Powell. A memorial service was held July 1  
        at Saint Mark. 
� Carol and Jim Myers and their family on the death of Carol’s mother, Margaret Talton.  A memorial  
        service is being planned for a later date. 

 

Congratulations to: 
Paul and Dorothy Ritts on the birth of their great-grandson, Grady Ronald Nicol, born June 28 to parents Andy and Cami Nicol in 
Illinois. 

 

Personal Prayer Notes 
Dot Brackett – Scheduled for knee surgery July 8 
Bud Burke – Husband of Ree Burke, at home with various health concerns 
Jeff Cain – Recovering at home following recent surgery due to recurrence of cancer  
Lorraine Carlson – Mother of Judy Hopp, under Hospice care in Atlanta, Georgia 
Joyce Carney – Recovering at home following recent knee replacement surgery 
John Childress – Jeff’s uncle, under Hospice care at the Cottingham House in Seneca 
Bill Darling – Undergoing radiation and chemotherapy treatments for cancer 
Wy Davis – Undergoing rehabilitation therapy at Lila Doyle 
Lynn Dobson – With recurrence of cancer and scheduled for surgery July 29 at Greenville Memorial Hospital 
John Greene – Friend of Jeff Childress, in declining health with Wegener’s Granulomatosis at Duke Medical Center 
Greg Hammill – With good recovery at home following recent cancer surgery 
Martha Hope Jackson – Cousin of Claudia Smith, receiving chemotherapy for melanoma in lungs in Chapel Hill, NC. 
Jeff Johnson – Son-in-law of Bill and Carolyn Palmer, currently going through a difficult time serving as a Navy Seal in Afghanistan  
Ginger Kohler – Recovering at home following recent hip surgery 
Katrina Madden – Daughter of Alan Van Heusen, improving following recent hospitalization  
Ed Mainous – Father of Carolyn Mainous, undergoing treatments for prostate cancer 
Leon Pressley – Husband of Janice Pressley, undergoing treatments for brain tumor 
Jeff Ritts – Son of Paul and Dorothy Ritts, recovering from recent leg amputation surgery at Greenville Memorial Hospital 
Janice Simpson – Recovering at home following recent back surgery 
Kim Thomas – Neighbor of Charlie and Florence Garcia, undergoing treatments for brain tumor 
Joyce Thompson – Scheduled for knee replacement surgery July 5 at Oconee Medical Center 
Jim Turner – Back at home and doing better following lengthy hospitalizations 
Rena Walden – Recovering at home following recent knee replacement surgery 
Hellmut Walter – Scheduled for heart catheterization June 30 at Greenville Memorial 

Library Corner 
Our library is always open to you, so please come and browse.  There is a 
Special Friends Sunday School Class that meets in the library on Sunday 
mornings at 10:15.  It is a class for persons with special needs. Coordinator 
of this class, Pam Lamson-Scribner, wants you to know that it is all right 
for you to come into the library during the Sunday School hour.  In fact, 
our Special Friends student, Chris White, will make you feel more than 
welcome.  Please don’t let closed doors keep you from entering the library 
anytime the church doors are open. 
 

The Library Planning Team has finalized a policy to clarify our selection 
process for donated books.  We encourage you to donate your lightly used 
books.  However we need a policy to outline the criteria of the kinds of 
books we will shelve, as well as those that will not meet our criteria.  If 
you are donating books, you may want to review our policy.  Please find 
the entire policy on our church website –  
http://www.saintmarkumcseneca.org/MinistryDocuments.aspx. There 
will also be a copy of the policy available in the library.   
 

We are pleased to report to you that Gene Fehler, author 
of children’s books and poetry, and member of Saint 
Mark, received the Paterson Prize for Books for Young 
People in the category of Grades 4-6.  His book, Change 
Up: Baseball Poems,” published by Clarion Books (the  
children’s division of Houghton Mifflin) was the book that 
received the distinguished award.  The Paterson Prize is 
given annually in three categories, Pre K – 3, Grades 4 - 6 
and Grades 7 – 12.  Congratulations to Gene for receiving this honor.    

Want to Hear What 
Bruce Yandle Thinks? 

 

Noted economist Bruce Yandle, who 
spoke at a recent Church Family Night, 
authors an electronic perspective  

newsletter on the economy. 
 

If you would like to receive his commentary, send 
him an email request at yandle@clemson.edu. 

Third Quarterly Prayer  
Service Set 

- Prayer Remembrances Cards                    
to be Available - 

 

Following the theme of Practicing the 
Presence of God, one of our ministry 
goals for 2010 is to have quarterly Services of Prayer. 
 

Our third such quarterly service is set for 
Sunday, July 18 

As with the previous two services, for this service we 
will invite you to send a Prayer Remembrance Card 
to a friend or loved one you would like prayerfully 
named in the service that day.  The Cards will be 
available a couple of Sundays before the 18th.  We 
hope you will share in this meaningful way. 
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Steve’s Log 
Dr. Steven Morgan, Senior Pastor 

 

Sustaining Our Walk with God 
 
We are half-way through 2010 now! It’s a good time to 
remember our Practicing the Presence of God pledge for 
this year. 
 
If you are participating in our Walking With God in 2010 
program, I hope are not wavering in keeping track of your 
steps as a reminder of God’s continuing and constant 
renewing presence. 
 
One of the hallmarks of discipleship, of course, is the 
discipline faithfully to stay the course over the long term as 
the pathway to enhancement of one’s total well-being – 
mind, heart, soul, and body. 
 
My continuing prayers to you toward that end. 
 
                                   Blessings, 
   Steve 

 

 

***************** 

Faith Matters for May 30 - June 27, 2010 
 

Attendance, Sunday, May 30 
Sunday School ................................................................... 200 
Worship   8:15 am Traditional........................................... 113 
                 9:15 am Celebration.......................................... 130 
               11:15 am Traditional........................................... 192      
Total Worship .................................................................. 435 
 

Attendance, Sunday, June 6 
Sunday School ................................................................... 225 
Worship   8:15 am Traditional............................................. 92   
                 9:15 am Celebration.......................................... 143 
               11:15 am Traditional........................................... 179 
Total Worship .................................................................. 414 
 

Attendance, Sunday, June 13 
Sunday School ................................................................... 204 
Worship   8:15 am Traditional............................................. 65 
                9:15 am Celebration.......................................... 126  
               11:15 am Traditional........................................... 132 
Total Worship .................................................................. 323 
 

Attendance, Sunday, June 20 
Sunday School ................................................................... 202 
Worship   8:15 am Traditional........................................... 106 
                 9:15 am Celebration.......................................... 139 
               11:15 am Traditional........................................... 162 
Total Worship .................................................................. 407 
 

Attendance, Sunday, June 27 
Sunday School ................................................................... 277 
Worship   8:15 am Traditional............................................. 96 
                 9:15 am Celebration.......................................... 150 
               11:15 am Traditional........................................... 157 
Total Worship .................................................................. 403 
 

Financial Information through June 20, 2010 
 

Budget Needed to Date..............................................$585,992 
Budget Income to Date ..............................................$560,550 *  
Expenses to Date .......................................................$547,385 
 

Mortgage Balances: 
* 2008 Mortgage............................................................$1,626,986 
   1995 Mortgage ............................................................... $384,211 
   Parsonage Mortgage ........................................................ $73,939 

 

* NOTE: Presently our 2008 mortgage is being paid out of our CAPITAL  
CAMPAIGN FUND (not included in Budget Income noted above) at the rate 
of $12,675 per month ($63,375 through May).  The balance remaining in this 
CAPITAL FUND account is $84,163, which will be depleted by the end of 
the year.  At that time, we will need to honor our commitment to cover the 
debt by either refinancing our 1995 and 2008 mortgages or by securing  
additional gifts/commitments from our congregation to cover the mortgage 
payments, or a combination of the two. Additional financial information is 
available on the bulletin board outside Faye’s office and upon request to her. 

Pilgrimage Journey  
to Holy Land  

 

Our 2nd Saint Mark trip to the Holy Land is 
set for February, 2011. The 10-day itinerary 
will include some of the same sites as the 
first, plus some additional sites we have added 
by special arrangement. 
 
It is not just visiting sacred and historic sites that makes this 
trip so meaningful but also sharing the experience with 
other Christ-folk. 
 
We promise an unforgettable and life-enriching experience 
of insight into scripture. 
 
Please call for information. 



 

SPIRITUAL FORMATION UPDATE 

EDUCATION UPDATE 

. . . And One To Grow On And One To Grow On And One To Grow On And One To Grow On  with Marla Fuller  

2nd Annual Family Retreat 
It’s time to get your registration form in for our 2010 Family Retreat at Asbury Hills on Saturday 

and Sunday, August 28 and 29.  You can pick up a copy of the brochure in the literature rack in 
the atrium or you can find the brochure and registration form on our church website:  
saintmarkumcseneca.org.  Look under “Hot Topics.”  You can even register online.  The cost will 
be $40 per person (children/youth and adults) and includes the cost of lodging, 4 meals and all of our activities for 
the 24+ hours we will be there.  Activities will include swimming, canoeing, hiking, a challenge course and tree 
climbing. This event is co-sponsored by the Education and Spiritual Formation Ministry Teams.  Questions?   
Contact Jane Barker at 882-4489 or Marla Fuller at 882-2603.   

New Adult Sunday School Class 
 The” Isaiah” class is a new adult Sunday School Class based on the study of the Bible - the    
inspired Word of God. The first class will be August 22nd from 9:20-10:10 in Room A106 on the 
Atrium Level. The class will be devoted to using the Bible to reveal the Word of God and find how 
God speaks to us in our lives today. 
 The first study will be “How We Got the Bible” featuring Dr. Paul Meier, a noted biblical 
scholar. This introductory four-week study will include a DVD presentation followed by commentary 
and discussion.  El and Kathy Henry will be the class facilitators. For more information, contact El 
or Kathy at 944-1779.  

 

Summer Opportunities to Grow 
� SOULfeast 2010 – “Loving God Well” 

Are you looking for experiences and relationships that will nourish your 
soul?  SOULfeast may be what you are looking for.  It is truly a spiritual 
feast for all of God’s people.  There will be inspiring preaching and teaching, 
daily Sabbath rest, and lots of fresh ideas for your spiritual life and ministry.  This annual event, sponsored by 
the Upper Room, takes place at beautiful Lake Junaluska.  This year’s event will be July 18 – 22.  For more 
information, go to http://www.upperroom.org/soulfeast 

 

� Wisdom and Grace Conference (for seniors) – “Reaching Up, Reaching Out: 
Our Call to Spirituality and Mission” 
Another great event, sponsored by the Southeast Jurisdictional Association of Older Adults, will be taking 
place at Lake Junaluska on August 9 – 12.  For more information about the programs and workshops, check 
out this website – http://www.lakejunaluska.com/olderadult.   

Growing YOU Sunday 
It isn’t too early to look ahead toward fall and a new program year.  Growing YOU Sunday will be on 
August 15 and will include special services of worship, Rally Day and registration for Fall Quarter 
studies and classes.   

Circle of Friends Women’s Retreat 
Ladies, enclosed in this issue of the Navigator is the brochure for our 2010 Circle of  Friends 24-Hour 
Women’s Retreat at beautiful Lake Junaluska.  The dates for this retreat are Friday and Saturday,  
September 17 and 18.  Get your reservations in!      

Practicing the Presence of GodPracticing the Presence of GodPracticing the Presence of GodPracticing the Presence of God    
God wills that we should push on into His presence and live our whole life there."  

   --A. W. Tozer 



Worship Matters for Sunday, July 25, 2010   
Acolytes: Haley Pearson (8:15 am); Emma Baldwin (11:15 am); Altar: Carolyn Keese (9:15 am); Chairs: Neil and Lisa Carney 
(9:15 am); Children’s Church: Ami Edwards, Beth Voss; Counters: Jeanette Martin, Todd Walker; Greeters: Cile Cely, Joan 
Chittenden (8:15 am); Lucius and Julia Uldrick (11:15 am); Lay Readers: Gene Snyder (8:15 am); Jane Johnson (9:15 am); Gruber 
Sires (11:15 am); Projectionist: Bob Dobson; (9:15 am); Refreshments: Connie Pond (9:15 am); Sound: John Prescott (8:15 am); 
Gladys Chastain (9:15 am); Russ Poston (11:15 am); Stephen Minister: Joyce Carney; Ushers: Al Diussa (Head), Bob Holmes, 
Skip and Joyce Soderdahl (8:15 am); Greg Wales (Head), Donna Wales, Mike and Ashley Jones (11:15 am)  

Worship Matters for Sunday, July 18, 2010   
Acolytes: Anna Holley (8:15 am); Will Edgerton (11:15 am); Altar: Sheryl Cherry, Lilly Blue (9:15 am); Chairs: Lonney Ensign 
(9:15 am); Children’s Church: Linda Skene, Carrie Meigs; Counters: Gladys Chastain, Todd Walker; Greeters: Bob and Jean 
Barger (8:15 am); Ginny and Ray Lightfoot (9:15 am); Jan Whitener, Herb Reed (11:15 am); Lay Readers: Janet Kehl (8:15 am); 
Frank Lamson-Scribner (9:15 am); Barbara Smith (11:15 am); Projectionist: Adam Boggs (9:15 am); Refreshments: Carol 
Detwiler (9:15 am); Sound: Basil Carney (8:15 am); Basil Carney (9:15 am); Jane Barker (11:15 am); Stephen Minister: Jane 
Hughey; Ushers: Steve Figueroa (Head), Marlene Edlund, Gene Strickler, Nancy Evatt (8:15 am); Adam Boggs (Head), Krissy 
Boggs, Michael and Kari Walker (11:15 am)  

Worship Matters for Sunday, July 11, 2010  
Acolytes: Courtney Johnson (8:15 am); Sarah Beth Wilson (11:15 am); Altar: Joyce Carney (9:15 am); Chairs: Bart Sauer (9:15 am); 
Children’s Church: Pam Powell, Mary Jo Clarkson; Counters: Frank Lamson-Scribner, Marlene Edlund; Greeters: Skip and 
Joyce Soderdahl (8:15 am); Janna and Chuck Smith  (9:15 am); Winnie Abercrombie, Dianne Smith (11:15 am); Lay Readers: Bud 
Search (8:15 am); Frank Lamson-Scribner (9:15 am); Mack Cason (11:15 am); Projectionist: Mike Wallace (9:15 am); 
Refreshments: Mary Barnette, Sarah Boylston (9:15 am); Sound: Mike Baldwin (8:15 am); Bob Walker (9:15 am); Jack Davis 
(11:15 am); Stephen Minister: Sandy Nelson; Ushers: Fred Mappus (Head), Hallie Mappus, Larry and Jane Gabe (8:15 am); 
Gladys Chastain (Head), Mike Wallace, Sloan Huckabee, Delaine Childress (11:15 am)  

Worship Matters for Sunday, July 4, 2010  
Acolytes: Casey Barker (8:15 am); Gabe Sanders (11:15 am); Altar: Lisa Kiser (9:15 am); Chairs: Deryl and Carolyn Keese (9:15 am); 
Children’s Church: Christa Booker, Anna Wilson; Counters: Gladys Chastain, Marlene Edlund; Greeters: Dick and Marlene 
Edlund (8:15 am); Alan and Roxann Van Heusen (9:15 am); Dick and Joyce Thompson (11:15 am); Lay Readers: Martha Steele 
(8:15 am); Carolyn Keese (9:15 am); Jane Johnson (11:15 am); Projectionist: Anna Baldwin (9:15 am); Refreshments: Mary Ann 
Albert/Linda Lovelace (9:15 am); Sound: Jeff Pearson (8:15 am); Russ Poston (9:15 am); Greg Wales (11:15 am); Stephen 
Minister: Hallie Mappus; Ushers: Scott Wylie (Head), Beverly Wylie, Jim and Jackie Hamilton (8:15 am); Gladys Chastain (Head), 
Keith and Meg Anderson, Greg Stephenson (11:15 am)  

To everyone who has sent cards and letters during our 
time of distress after Whyoma fell at church and injured 
her head. We want to thank you for your concern and 
kindness. Thanks for all of the prayers and help you gave 
us.  God bless you.               Curt and “Y” Davis 

To Our Wonderful Saint Mark Family, 
Thank you all for your prayers and support for our family 
during the tragic loss of our son-in-law and Lonney’s 
recent heart catheterization.                   
      Della and Lonney Ensign 

The Family Retreat Committee wishes to thank all who  
contributed to the Low Country Boil fundraiser on May 26, 
either by purchasing a meal, singing, or sharing yourself 
as a servant to others. Special thanks to the Rocking 

Horse Band, the cookers and servers, and the Y’allship 
Ministry Team for their help.  A good time was had by all 
and the proceeds will benefit Saint Mark families who 
attend our “We Are Family” retreat in August.  It is a 
blessed day when there is opportunity to share in a meal, 
laugh, sing and enjoy each other as a “family of God.”   
                  With Gratitude,   
          The Family Retreat Committee 

 

 I appreciate the positive response to the Hymn-Sings we have had in 
conjunction to the Summer Sermon Series. We’ll focus singing hymn 
texts about Covenant Community – July 4; Restoration and  
Redemption – July 11; and Holy Living – July 25. Hymnology was 
one of my favorite classes (3) particularly in grad school. The  
Protestant hymn tradition is rich and we are indebted to wonderful 
contributors from Charles Wesley (6000 hymns) to Fanny Crosby 
(9000 hymns)…and Isaac Watts (697 hymns) who is regarded as the 
Father of English Hymnody. Watts hymn-line is relatively smooth and 
it was made even smoother by 18th century poets such as Charles 
Wesley. Some contemporaries of Watts complained that his hymns 
were "too worldly" for the church. One critic fumed, "Christian  
congregations have shut out divinely inspired psalms and have taken 
in Watts's flights of fancy!" His hymns outraged many people, split 
congregations, and got pastors fired. By age 50 Watts was a national 
figure, esteemed by Anglicans and Dissenters alike. John Wesley had 
long acknowledged the genius, discipline and piety of Watts, and 
when Wesley came to publish his first hymn book, one-third of its 
hymns were penned by Isaac Watts.  
 

- David Wilcox 

MUSIC NOTES  MUSIC NOTES  MUSIC NOTES  MUSIC NOTES          
with David Wilcoxwith David Wilcoxwith David Wilcoxwith David Wilcox 


