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This Easter our flower crosses will be 
in place again in our Celebration  
service downstairs, and in front of our 
Sanctuary. Please remember to bring 
flowers from your garden to decorate 
the crosses. Take time before the  
service to add your flowers in honor 
and glory to our risen Lord.  Thank you. 
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Our next membership exploration 
class will begin April 27  and continue for 6  
sessions on Wednesday evenings beginning at 
6:15pm.  The purpose of the six-week class is to 
learn about our faith, about Methodist emphases, 
about the people and programs of Saint Mark, and 
to get to know one another.  If you are considering 
membership at Saint Mark, we hope you will 
come and be a part of this class.  Please let us 
know if you plan to attend by contacting Jeff or 
Steve at 882-2603. 
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This April 25 marks the 10th anniversary 
of Saint Mark UMC's celebration of the 
Saint Mark Festival.  What makes this  
anniversary even more special is that the date falls 
near Easter Sunday.  The Y'allship Team is planning 
to celebrate the Saint Mark Festival by planning an 
Easter Sunrise Service on April 24 at 6:30am,  
followed by a shrimp and grits breakfast at 7:15am.   
As we celebrate the resurrection of our Lord, we will 
also reflect on the many new beginnings of the Saint 
Mark story over the years, and celebrate the new life 
that awaits us individually and as a community of 
faith.  We will be asking for help in preparing shrimp 
and grits and breakfast casseroles.  
If you would like to help please email  
Rick Hamm at walkerhamm@gmail.com, or  
Jeff at jchildress@saintmarkumcseneca.org. 
Reservation forms will be available on coming  
Sundays and via The Grapevine.   
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We Extend Our Sincere Sympathies to: 
· Ruth Bond and her family on the death of her husband, Bill Bond.  A private family burial service was held March 26 in Seneca. 
· Betsy and John Prescott and their family on the death of Betsy’s mother, Phyllis Murley.  Her memorial service will be held  
       April 6 in Indiana. 
· Krissy Boggs and her family on the death of her sister, Carol Price.  Her memorial service was held March 25 in Westminster,  
       South Carolina. 
· Larry and Jean Hickok and their family on the death of their son-in-law, Carman Girone.  His memorial service was held  
       March 12 in Pelzer, South Carolina. 

 

Congratulations to: 
· Irby Adams on the birth of his new grandson, Samuel Irby Adams V, born March 21 to Sam and Kristi Adams in Raleigh,  
       North Carolina. 
· David Wilcox on the birth of his new granddaughter, Evelyn Renee Wilcox, born March 12 to parents Ian and Lee Wilcox in  
        Camden, South Carolina. 
· Gig and Dean Nelson on the celebration of their 65th wedding anniversary on April 13. 

 

Personal Prayer Notes  
Katie Ashley – Sister of Lavonne Sloop, under doctor’s care for retinal vein occlusion  
Patsy Ayers – Sister-in-law of Jane Fisher, recovering from surgery for breast cancer 
Jeff Cain – Continuing under doctor’s care for cancer 
Rhett Evatt – Recovering at home following recent hospitalization and medical tests 
Norman Gamble – Brother of Anita Reed, with health concerns in Alliance, Ohio 
Melody Holley – Under doctor's care for continuing health concerns 
Carolyn Keese – Continuing series of radiation treatments for breast cancer 
Anne Lee – Continuing series of treatments for breast cancer 
Marcia Martin – Former member of Saint Mark, recovering from eye surgery for orbital decompression  
Pat McCall – Recovering at home following recent gall bladder removal surgery 
Marg (Eichler) Nelson – Recovering from heart by-pass surgery and stroke at St. Francis Hospital in Greenville 
Billy Owens – Brother-in-law of Theresa Cleveland, experiencing medical issues and recently admitted to North Pointe Assisted  
                        Living in Anderson 
Suzanne Pruitt – Former Saint Mark staff member, undergoing chemotherapy treatments for metastatic breast cancer 
Jeff Ritts – Son of Paul and Dorothy Ritts, continuing recovery from tracheotomy and feeding tube implant surgery at St. Francis  
                    Hospital in Greenville 
Paul Ritts – Continuing rehabilitation therapy at Seneca Health and Rehab 
David Schultz – Recovering at home following recent knee replacement surgery  
Doris Scott – Recovering from recent hospitalization for cardiac arrhythmia 
Phyllis Storm – Continuing rehabilitation therapy at home  
Gail Taylor – Recovering at Lila Doyle following recent hospitalization for pneumonia  
Kim Thomas – Friend to many at St. Mark, showing improved health as she continues under doctor’s care for brain cancer 
Howard VanDenburgh – Brother of Bea Moore, receiving treatments for neuroendocrine carcinoma in Ocala, Florida 
David Yonker – Brother of Ron Yonker, with bone cancer in Mexico City 
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Library Corner 
Our Kids’ Korner is  
coming together.  Notice 
the mural of Noah’s ark on 
the wall painted by Ruth 
Ann Rushe.  To the right of the mural on 
the bottom shelf you will notice carpet  
circles with the faces of some of Noah’s 
animal friends.  These carpet patches are 
for children to sit on when they are in the  
library to read or to watch a movie on our 
player.  Further improvements are planned.  
If you have books about faith and values 
that you would like to donate to our  
children’s section, please drop them off on 
the library desk on the right as you enter.  
Thanks so much! 

New Pictorial Directory  
Thank you to everyone that signed up for photography sessions in 
April for our new pictorial directory.  If you did not have an  

opportunity to sign up and would like to make an appointment to 
have your picture taken, or if you need to change your appointment, 
please contact Olan Mills toll free at 1-800-866-2263 and they will 
help you with your scheduling needs. 

UMW Luncheon/Fashion Show Scheduled 
 You are invited to a luncheon with a fashion show by Emily’s,  
sponsored by the United Methodist Women, on Saturday, May 14, at 
11:30 am in the Saint Mark Center. 
 Tickets will be available through the circles and in the office in 
early April. Cost will be $12 for adults and $6 for children 10 and under. 
 Please plan to come and bring your friends. 

Monthly Mission Emphasis 
Bill Collins from the Wilderness Way Girls Camp will be speaking to 
the congregation on Sunday, April 10th, in each of the three services.   
He will be speaking about the camp program and its mission. 
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Dr. Steven Morgan, Senior Pastor 

 

A Poem About Spring and 
the Resurrection Promise of God 

 
I love this poem and its celebration of God’s remaking of creation 
through the bursting forth of new life everywhere.  I especially 
like the last two lines as they call forth a ‘spring’ in us. 
 
O Greening God, Spring be your praise! 
 Praise be these warming, gentle days, 
 

the evening light that lingers more 
 each day beside her lover’s door, 
 

the silent, ice-bound brook’s release 
 to sing its melody of peace, 
 

and snow-bowed limbs, now free, that lift 
 their hands to thank you for the gift. 
 

The lines of geese, mile after mile, 
 are monks processing up the aisle 
 

toward the altar of their nest 
 while chanting psalms that we are blessed. 
 

Your praise be sap in buds and roots, 
 the courage of the small green shoots, 
 

the breeze from warmer bosoms drawn, 
 the songs of birds that thread the dawn. 
 

O God of budding, birthing things, 
 all rising up your glory sings –  
 

all bugs that hatch, all smells that waft, 
 all thawing, swelling, turning soft: 
 

this is your praise, and may it be 
 as in the woods, so clear in me. 
 

Emerge in me, O Lord, like spring, 
 that I may be the hymn you sing. 
     - Steve Garnaas-Holmes 
 
   Blessings, 
   Steve   

Faith Matters for  
February 27 - March 27, 2011 

 

Attendance, Sunday, February 27 
Sunday School .......................................................... 271 
Worship   8:15 am Traditional .................................... 95 
                9:15 am Celebration................................. 185 
               11:15 am Traditional.................................. 161      
Total Worship ......................................................... 441 
 

Attendance, Sunday, March 6 
Sunday School .......................................................... 273 
Worship   8:15 am Traditional .................................. 107   
                 9:15 am Celebration................................. 138 
               11:15 am Traditional.................................. 150 
Total Worship ......................................................... 395 
 

Attendance, Sunday, March 13 
Sunday School .......................................................... 277 
Worship   8:15 am Traditional ...................................  86  
                 9:15 am Celebration................................. 163 
               11:15 am Traditional.................................. 168 
Total Worship ......................................................... 417 
 

Attendance, Sunday, March 20 
Sunday School .......................................................... 276 
Worship   8:15 am Traditional .................................... 89 
                 9:15 am Celebration................................. 149 
               11:15 am Traditional.................................. 167 
Total Worship ......................................................... 405 
 

Attendance, Sunday, March 27 
Sunday School .......................................................... 317 
Worship   8:15 am Traditional .................................... 95 
                 9:15 am Celebration................................. 215 
               11:15 am Traditional.................................. 229 
Total Worship ......................................................... 539 
 

Financial Information as of March 27, 2011 
 

2011 Budget to Date (13 weeks).......................$256,776 
2011 Budget Income to Date (13 weeks)..........$256,974   
2010 Budget Income (13 weeks) .......................$262,766 
2011 Budget Expenses to Date .........................$223,822 
 

Mortgage Balances: 
   2008 Mortgage ..................................................$1,591,465 
   1995 Mortgage ....................................................... $62,124 

Auto Debit Payment Available 
If you are interested in making contributions to Saint 

Mark through an automatic arrangement, authorization 
cards are available in the atrium, in the side entrance to 

the sanctuary and in the church office. 



 

Saints in Service  at Saint Mark   
God has gifted each and every one of us to serve.  Where 
will you use your gifts, talents and passions in service to 
God and His church?  Look below for some upcoming  
opportunities to serve: 
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As you can see, we are in the process of improving our church library.  If you 
would be interested in serving on this team, please contact Marla Fuller at the 
church office (882-2603) or email her at mfuller@saintmarkumcseneca.org. 
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We want to add another person to the rotation of Celebration Service Altar       
Designers.  You would create an altar to fit the theme of the worship service on 
your Sunday.  We have many materials available.  If you are interested, please 
contact Bob Dobson at 888-2306 or email him at bnldobson@alumni.clemson.edu� 

 

Event and program leaders, if you need Saints in Service and want to place an “ad” 
like this in the Navigator, please contact Marla Fuller at the church office – 882-2603.    

EDUCATION UPDATE 

Confirmation Class 2011-12 
On Sunday, May 8, our 2010-11 confirmation class will be confirmed as members of Saint Mark.  That 
means that it’s time to look toward our confirmation class of 2011-12.  Students eligible for confirmation 
should currently be in sixth grade or older.  If you know a youth who is a candidate for this yearlong course 
of study, please contact Marla Fuller at the church office (882-2603) or email her at 
mfuller@saintmarkumcseneca.org  

. . . ���	���	��	����	��	���	���	��	����	��	���	���	��	����	��	���	���	��	����	��		 with Marla Fuller  

SPIRITUAL  FORMATION UPDATE 

Growing YOU Spring Quarter Classes/Studies 
The Holy Land Revealed 
This study is an ongoing video exploration of Bible themes and history based on archaeological discoveries.  
The course consists of 36 lectures (30 minutes each).  It is a college level course that covers the history of 
the Holy Land, beginning with the arrival of the Israelites, and continuing through today.  Topics covered 
include: 1) Ancient water systems of Jerusalem; 2) The Northern Kingdom; 3) The Babylonian Exile and 
Persian Restoration; 4) Alexander the Great; 5) The Maccabean Revolt; 6) The Hasmonean Kingdom;  7) 
The Essenes; 8) The Dead Sea Scrolls; 9) Herod as builder; 10) Temple Mount; 11) Synagogues in the time 
of Jesus; 12) The First Jewish Revolt; 13) Destruction of Jerusalem;  Masada; and 14) Islam's transformation of Jerusalem.  The 
Instructor is Dr. Jodi Magness, professor of Early Judaism and Archaeology at UNC, Chapel Hill.  The group, led by Jane Street, 
meets on Tuesday afternoons at 1:00 pm in room A201.   

Bring Lenten Coin  
Offering on Easter  

 

Traditionally there have been 
three particular disciplines  
especially associated with Lent: 

Prayer 
Fasting 
Alms giving 

We hope the Lenten Coin Folders have 
been a helpful instrument to remind you 
of and help you faithfully to keep the last 
discipline related to alms.  We will have 
baskets to receive them on Easter Sunday 
morning. 
 

Proceeds will go to Rosa Clark Clinic 
and to our Neighbors in Need Fund. 

Lenten Devotional 
During Lent, travel with Jesus to Jerusalem.  It was a lonely journey – a journey toward His destiny – the 
cross and the empty grave.  In our 2011 Lenten Devotional booklet, you will get to travel with your Saint 
Mark friends when they walked through their own lonesome valleys.  Your Lenten Devotional, will be 
available beginning on SundayApril 10 (the two weeks before Easter).  If you are on the Grapevine  
distribution list you will receive your daily devotion by email.  If you are not on the distribution list, 
please contact Marla Fuller at the church office 882-2603.  A limited number of printed copies will be 
available at no cost  in both the atrium and in the Narthax for those who do not have internet service.  
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Worship Matters for Sunday, April 3, 2011   
Acolytes: Andy Stein (8:15 am); Emory Childress  (11:15 am); Altar: Nancy Walker (9:15 am); Chairs: Lonney Ensign (9:15 am); 
Children’s Church: Jill Seitz; Counters: Mary Barnette, Jens Holley; Greeters: Bob and Nancy Walker (8:15 am); Chuck and 
Janna Smith (9:15 am); Lucius and Julia Uldrick (11:15 am); Lay Readers: Bob Holmes (8:15 am); Jane Johnson (9:15 am); Jane 
Johnson (11:15 am); Projectionist: Anna Baldwin (9:15 am); Refreshments: Lori Lucia; Sound: Russ Poston (8:15 am); Basil 
Carney (9:15 am); John Prescott  (11:15 am); Stephen Minister: Wally Storm; Ushers: Alan Van Heusen (Head), Gene Snyder, 
Robert Gray, Charles Sisk (8:15 am); Alan Olson (Head), Lois Olson, Frank and Dottie Carbee(11:15 am)  

Worship Matters for Sunday, April 10, 2011    
Acolytes: Loren Wales (8:15 am);Casey Barker  (11:15 am); Altar: Joyce Carney (9:15 am); Chairs: Bart Sauer (9:15 am);  
Children’s Church: Linda Skene; Counters: Mary Barnette, Jens Holley; Greeters: Rick and Anne Bender (8:15 am); Terry and 
Elaine Swanson (9:15 am); Bill and Carol Metcalf (11:15 am); Lay Readers: Frank Lamson-Scribner (8:15 am); Bill Nelson (11:15 am); 
Projectionist: Kari Walker (9:15 am); Refreshments: Mary Barnette, Sarah Boylston (9:15 am); Sound: Jeff Pearson (8:15 am); 
Gladys Chastain (9:15 am); Greg Wales (11:15 am); Stephen Minister: Fred Rollison; Ushers: Clyde McCall (Head), Dean 
Garland, Carolyn Kohlenhoefer, Jack Peck (8:15 am); Alan Olson (Head), Lois Olson, Frank and Dottie Carbee (11:15 am)  

Worship Matters for Sunday, April 17, 2011     Palm/Passion Sunday   
Acolytes: Emma Baldwin (8:15 am); Rebekah Wales (11:15 am); Altar: Sheryl Cherry, Lilly Blue (9:15 am); Chairs: Neil and 
Lisa Carney (9:15 am); Children’s Church: Debbie Wallace; Counters: Frank Lamson-Scribner, Joyce Ogg; Crucifers: Ben 
Harper (8:15 am); Ben Harper (11:15 am); Greeters: Bob and Jean Berger (8:15 am); Ray and Ginny Lightfoot (9:15 am); Betty 
Guest, Jane Gelsomino (11:15 am); Lay Readers: Bud Search (8:15 am); Joyce Ring (11:15 am); Projectionist: Adam Boggs (9:15 am); 
Refreshments: Carol Detwiler (9:15 am); Sound: Mike Baldwin (8:15 am); Gladys Chastain (9:15 am); Jack Davis (11:15 am); 
Stephen Minister: Kathy Henry; Ushers: David Harshbarger (Head), Polly Harshbarger, Larry and Jane Gabe (8:15 am); Alan 
Gerber (Head), Jamie Gerber, Bonnie Holmes, Jane Gelsomino (11:15 am)  

Worship Matters for Sunday, April 24, 2011     Easter 
Acolytes: Kelsey Sauer (8:15 am); Gabe Sanders (11:15 am); Altar: Carolyn Keese (9:15 am); Chairs: Deryl and Carolyn Keese 
(9:15 am);  Children’s Church: Paige Lowe; Counters: Joanna Donegan, Cindy Waterman; Crucifers: Billy Boggs (8:15 am); 
Evan Cherry (11:15 am); Greeters: Jack and Joanna Donegan (8:15 am); Alan and Roxann Van Heusen (9:15 am); Ginny Murdock, 
Ann Miller (11:15 am); Lay Readers: Martha Steele (8:15 am); Joanna Donegan (11:15 am); Projectionist: Bob Dobson (9:15 am); 
Refreshments: Randy Collins (9:15 am); Sound: Basil Carney (8:15 am); Gladys Chastain (9:15 am); Jane Barker (11:15 am); 
Stephen Minister: Bobbi Diussa; Ushers: Scott Wylie (Head), Beverly Wylie, Jim and Jackie Hamilton (8:15 am); Alan Gerber 
(Head), Jamie Gerber, Bonnie Holmes, Jane Gelsomino (11:15 am)  

Worship Writings 
 Color used in worship is especially important during the season of Easter.   
 Changing colors from the purple of Lent to the black of Good Friday provides a major visual symbol.  
Purple represents solemnity, penitence, and anticipation of the resurrection.  Black represents death and 
mourning and is used only on Good Friday and Holy Saturday with no other decorations or colors. It is 
the black of the tomb.  At Saint Mark, black is used to cover other symbols and to drape the cross and altar on Good Friday. 
 A seven-week season of the church year called Eastertide begins at sundown the evening before Easter Sunday and lasts for six 
more Sundays until Pentecost Sunday which falls on June 12 this year.  The colors for Eastertide are white and gold, which are also 
the colors of sacred days throughout the church year.  
 Throughout the Bible, white stands for holiness and virtue, as well as respect and reverence.  (Daniel 7:9, Mark 9:3, Revelation 
7:14)  For the Easter season, it symbolizes the hope of the resurrection, as well as the purity and newness that comes from the victory 
over sin and death. White represents the purification of sins which happens at the moment of salvation, and it becomes a symbol of 
righteousness and spiritual cleanness.  (In the early church, Easter Sunday included the baptism of new converts, celebrating not only 
Jesus’ resurrection, but also the new life that God had brought to believers through the death and resurrection of Jesus. Those  
baptized changed into new white clothes to symbolize their new life in Christ, which is the origin of the tradition of buying new 
clothes at Easter.) 
 Gold is precious and valuable, and the color represents majesty, joy, and celebration; it exalts Jesus as Lord and King.  Because 
of its brightness, metallic gold also stands for light, in this case, the light of the world brought by the risen Christ.  It symbolizes the 
light of salvation and hope God brought into the world through the resurrection of Jesus from the grave, the triumph of the light of 
God’s grace and salvation over the darkness of death and sin.   
 The white of purity and the gold of the light of God trumps the black of the tomb. 
 Please pay close attention to the beautiful banner we will be processing with at both traditional services on Palm Sunday.  This 
banner was made by Jean Rogers, some years ago, especially for Palm Sunday. I know our church was happy to have it then, and 
we are privileged to use it again this year!  Thank you Jean. 
 

Next Month:  The Altar Guild  



 

Memorials and Honorariums 
The following gifts have been received recently: 
 

· In Memory of Joan Burdette by Sandra and Jerry Sanders 
· In Memory of Jim Garretson by Mr. and Mrs. Richard  
       Christensen, Tom and Janet Day, John Mullen, and Mr.  
       and Mrs. Tom Storer 

Special thanks to Ruth Ann Rushe for using her special gifts of art 
when she painted the mural of Noah’s Ark in the Church Library.  She 
met with the Library Planning Team on Tuesday and the ark was up by 
Thursday.  Thanks, Ruth Ann! 

My family would like to thank Steve, Jeff, and Caring Ministry for the 
calls, cards and words of encouragement this past week after the loss of 
my brother Bill Meeks.             - Charles and Jeanette Martin 

Thank You Notes!!! 
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Saint Mark Center   

 

Wednesday, April 6 at 5:30 pm -  
 

�� Adult’s Menu: Meat Loaf, Creamed Potatoes, Field 
Peas and Snaps, Rolls and Dessert  

�� Children’s Menu: Hamburgers   
�� Hospitality Group E serving 

 

Wednesday, April 13 at 5:30 pm -  
 

�� Adult’s Menu: Chicken Casserole, Rice, Side Salad, 
Broccoli, Rolls and Dessert  

�� Children’s Menu:  Chicken Tenders 
�� Hospitality Group A serving 
 

Wednesday, April 20 - No CFN 
 

Wednesday, April 27 at 5:30 pm  
 

�� Adult and Children’s Menu:   Baked Ham, Macaroni 
and Cheese, Green Beans, Salad, Rolls and Dessert   

�� Hospitality Group B serving 
 

Nursery available from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.                                                              
(Menus are subject to change) 

Welcome New Members 
We extend a warm Saint Mark welcome to our newest members: 
· Steve and Ann Collier, 294 Hillcrest Heights,  
       Cornelia, Georgia 30531, Steve: 706-768-8923,  
       steven_collier@bellsouth.net, Ann: 706-499-3260,  
       ann_collier @bellsouth.net 
· Bill and Diane Caster, Doris Scott, 668 Childress Drive,  
       Townville, SC  29689, 973-4736, Bill: bcaster63@gmail.com 

Sharing Group Organized For Those  
Impacted By Cancer   
 A new sharing group is being formed, one that is  
focused on the journey of cancer as it impacts the individual, 
their families or friends. The group will meet the first Sunday  

of each month at 5:00 pm in the Saint Mark UMC parlor, upstairs  
room A-202.  Research has shown time and time again that sharing 
through all the chapters of the journey of cancer is a positive factor in 
overcoming the disease and living a long and healthy life.  The thought of 
recurrence, the responsibility to rehab, the reality of other family members 
being stricken, the strain on families, the future of survivorship are but a 
few of the possible sharing topics.  
 Sheryl Cherry, an RN with a vocational history as a nurse educator, 
and Lynn Dobson, also a nurse educator and three time cancer survivor, 
have felt a call to facilitate this group.  Dr. David Bush, a member of 
Saint Mark and Oncology Radiologist with the  Cancer Center of the 
Carolinas, will share his journey with his own personal diagnosis of cancer 
at our sharing time April 3rd.  Please feel free to bring family members, 
neighbors or anyone you know that might benefit from this time together. 

CDC News: 
     We have so much going on this month. We 
have just finished with spring photos. This 
month we will have a center-wide fundraiser 
through Nature’s Vision. Our profit will go toward new toys for the  
playgrounds. If you are interested in supporting the center, you can place an 
order in the atrium for this fundraiser. It will run from April 11-29.  
     Spring break is the week of April 18-22. We have openings in our 
two and three-year-old classes, so if you or someone you know needs 
care for their child, please call us at 882-0333. 
     National Teacher Appreciation Week is May 1-7. Our teachers here at 
Saint Mark work very hard and can sometimes feel under-appreciated. If 
you would like to show appreciation to the teachers of Saint Mark, 
please feel free to contact me.  May God Bless.   
            Carolynne Nix, CDC Director 

Relief Efforts for Japan 
In keeping with the mission of the Service 
Team to "function to engage our Saint Mark 
congregation in outreaching ministries in the 
surrounding community and the larger 
world beyond", we have decided to designate proceeds of 
the next alms offering taken at communion (May 1) to aid 
those tragically stricken by the earthquake/tsunami in the 
Pacific region of our world; we will do this through  
UMCOR (the United Methodist Committee on Relief). 
We also offer the opportunity for individuals to help 
through that same agency by going to this web address, 
where you can make a donation, and can if you choose 
name your church; the address is  
http://new.gbgm-umc.org/umcor/newsroom/releases/
archives2011/umcorassessresponse/.   
                     - Bob Dobson, Service Ministry Team Chair 

METS – MEET, EAT, 
TRAVEL, SERVE 

METS will meet on Thursday, April 28 
at 11:30 am in the Commons Room.  

This will be a pot luck dinner with everyone bringing a 
dish to share and their own table service.  The cost will be 
$2.00 per person. 
     Our guest speaker will be Mr. Larry Secrest of  
Volunteers in Medical Missions, and it will be an  
informative and interesting program. 
     Please make reservations by Noon, Monday, April 25 
by calling Claudia Smith at 944-9914 or e-mailing to 
smit5324@bellsouth.net. 



 

The Chancel Choir, Orchestra and Soloists will present the Oratorio Elijah 
by Felix Mendelssohn on Palm Sunday, April 17, 7:00 p.m. The choir has 
worked very diligently preparing this work. Please make every effort to 
attend and invite your friends to this presentation. The soloists are  
exceptional singers and I’m delighted they are coming to Saint Mark to 
sing.  
 

Oratorio Elijah is considered the greatest work of Felix Mendelssohn 
(1809-1847), German composer of the Romantic era, Elijah was a Hebrew 
prophet several centuries before Christ whose mission was to destroy the 
pagan cults of Baal introduced into Israel by Jezebel, the wife of the errant 
Israelite king Ahab. Elijah was the hero of many stories, some of which 
look forward to aspects of Christ’s life. Elijah departed from the earth in a 
chariot of fire, leaving his sacred mantle and the continuation of his work 
to his disciple, Elisha. Most of the story of Elijah is told in I Kings,  
beginning in Chapter 16, but a small part appears in Chapters 1 and 2 of  
II Kings.  
 

Elijah is one of the greatest masterpieces of the vocal literature, a work 
that transcends theology and denomination. “In its best numbers,” wrote 
Eric Werner in his study of Mendelssohn, “it rises to realms of awe which 
are no longer accessible to rational language. In this respect, it stands on a 
lonely height, near to the creations of Bach and Handel.” 
 

I hope to see you there and the sanctuary will be overflowing!  
 

- David Wilcox 
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Young Adult Ministries 
 

Our young adults  (after high school through twenties) 
meet the first and third Tuesdays each month at 7:00 pm. 

Please contact Donna, 882-2603 or dposton@saintmarkumcseneca.org, 
for more information. 

Another Turkish Dinner Is Planned 
In response to requests from many of the 
people who participated in the Turkish 
dinner, Tugba Kucukkal has graciously 
agreed to share her recipes for Turkish 
Red Lentil Soup, Beyti Kebap (kabobs), 
and Baklava. The Kabob recipe can be 
found on the website. If you have any questions about 
the recipes, Tugba encourages you to contact her by 
email at tkucukkal@gmail.com. Another Turkish 
dinner is being planned for Friday, May 20th at 
6:00 pm.  Please watch the Navigator for further  
information. 
 
 

Turkish Red Lentil Soup 
1 cup red lentils, washed and drained 
1 onion, chopped 
1 small carrot, chopped 
1 small potato, chopped 
1 tsp red pepper paste 
2 tbsp olive oil 
3 cups water 
Salt to taste 
 

Garnish: 
1 tbsp butter 
Red pepper 
 

Sauté the onion, potato, and carrot in the olive oil for  
a few minutes. Then, add rest of the ingredients in a 
medium-sized pot. Cook for about 15-20 minutes on 
medium-low heat. Then mix thoroughly using a 
blender. If necessary (too thick), add more hot water. 
Pour into soup bowls. 
 

Melt the butter in a small pan and add in the peppers. 
When it starts bubbling, pour over the soup. Serve Red 
Lentil Soup while still hot with fresh bread or with 
bread crumbs. Add a few drops of lemon juice to taste. 
 

Makes 4-5 servings 
 
Baklava Recipe 
1 package fillo dough 
3 sticks butter 
3 cups of sugar 
4 cups of water 
4-5 drops of lemon juice 
About 2 cups of crushed walnuts  
 

Butter is melted and the white foam is used first. The 
dough layers are placed on top of each other on a 
11X15 inch tray. While placing layers, they're generously 
buttered at every four layers until you have 20. Then, 
the walnut layer is added. After that, four more layers 
are placed and buttered. At this stage, these four layers 
are turned upside down. After that another 4-5 layers 
are placed while buttering at every layer this time. If 
there is any leftover butter, it is also added on the top 
layer. After cutting the baklava, it is baked in oven for 
about 40 minutes at 350°F. 
 

For sugar, water and sugar are mixed together in a 
small pan and heated. When it starts boiling, the 
lemon juice is added and it's boiled for 8-10 minutes. 
When both baklava and the syrup are warm, the syrup 
is evenly poured over baklava. This recipe makes 
about 48 small pieces of baklava. 

Order Your Easter Lily 
You will find the Easter Lily order form enclosed in this 
Navigator.  As noted on the order form, the plants are in 
6 inch pots, with at least five blooms, and the cost has 
stayed the same as last year.  We have ordered them 
from the same supplier, and the quality of the plants last year was excellent.  
As usual, they are a wonderful and meaningful way to honor or remember 
loved ones, as well as decorate our church so beautifully for the wondrous 
celebration of Easter!  You may choose to take the plants home with you 
after the services or donate them to our Caring Ministry to distribute to  
nursing homes and the homebound.  All orders must to be in by Sunday, 
April 10. A listing of all persons who plants are given in honor or memory 
of will be inserted in the bulletins on Easter Sunday. Any questions you 
have about ordering can be directed to Barbara Stephenson at 882-8040.
                                                  Thank you, Worship Ministry Team 

Butter Braid Fundraiser for Hospice of the Foothill s 
Hospice of the Foothills will be selling the Butter 
Braid frozen pastry at a cost is $12 each as an 
Easter Fundraiser. They are available in Bavarian 
Cream, Cherry, Apple, Blueberry and Cream 
Cheese. If interested in placing an order, please contact Sandee Schreiber 
at 723-4412 by April 19th. 


